ABSTRACT, This research aims at the studying of metafiction as a new literary phenomenon in the, contemporary world to test its validity and suitability to it through the application of its theories to John Fowles's The French Lieutenant's Womun, It is a satisfactory example of rnetafiction under the guise of a Victorian novel, which enables it to analyze the evils of that age together with the futility of its fictional conventions, In this novel, Fowles presents his theory of metafiction through his concepts of reality, history and freedom and their relations to fiction.
Introduction
As a new term, metafiction is used to describe a kind of fiction that started in the 1960s and while it has been coined recently, its practice has much older roots as it goes back to 'seve ntee nth century Spain. But William H. Gass (1924-) a contemporary American novelist and critic is the one who has recently defined it as:
terms like 'rnetarhetoric' and 'rnetatheatre' are a reminder of what has been, since the 19605 a more general cultural interest in the problem of how human beings reflect , construct and mediate their experience of the world (l ) This means that the meta-art phenomenon, which characterizes the western culture in the second half of the twentieth century, and "turns its attention upon the work of art itself, is prevalent In all media and art forms,,(2). This reflects the importance of the metaphenomena, that is not only restricted to fiction, but extends to envelop all fields of art and literature in the contemporary world . On facing the term of metafiction for the first time, it arouses the reader's curiousity, as no definition of it can be found even in the latest dictionaries of literary terms or any literary anthology. Moreover, the few specialized critical studies of it mark its difficulty for any researcher. Such qualifications make rnetafiction deserve an analytical study 10 define it, trace its history, introduce its con-
